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Realisation Field research carried out from 18–24 
May 2009 

Sample 
frame  

Population of Serbia (without Kosovo) 
18+ 

Sample 
size  1023 persons 

Sample 
type  

Three-phase, random, representative, 
stratified sample  

Sampling 
error  

±3.31% for cases with 50% incidence 
(margin of error) 

 

MethodologyMethodology
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www.seio.gov.rs

Referendum questionReferendum question
If there was a referendum tomorrow onIf there was a referendum tomorrow on

““Whether you support our countryWhether you support our country’’s integration in the European s integration in the European 
UnionUnion””

 
--

 
how would You vote?how would You vote?

79% voters
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Which of these statements would best illustrate what European Which of these statements would best illustrate what European 
Union means for you personallyUnion means for you personally??

52%

44%

40%

30%

20%

19%

16%

15%

15%

11%

0%

Path towards better future for young people

More employment opportunities

Possibility to travel wherever I want in the
European Union

Possibility to settle the overall situation in the
country

Risk from losing own cultural identity

A way to protect citizens' rights 

Guarantee for a long-lasting peace in the
European Union

Only a dream, a utopistic idea 

Bulky bureaucratic apparatus, waste of time and
money

Means to improve general economic situation in
the European Union

Don't know-refuse
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Do you personally feel like a EuropeanDo you personally feel like a European??
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38%
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No
Yes and no
Yes
Don't know-refuse
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To what extent are you personally prepared for the purpose of EUTo what extent are you personally prepared for the purpose of EU
 accession to:accession to:

51%

50%

36%

37%

18%

24%

25%

23%

30%

24%

39%

39%

To additional education, vocational training
or specialisation 

To resume a lower living standard (for
another period) 

To change current living habits 

To change current working habits (working
hours, annual leave, benefits) 

I am not prepared I'm neither prepared or unprepared
I am prepared Don't know-refuse
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What is our countryWhat is our country’’s current pace of accession to the European Union s current pace of accession to the European Union 
and the desired paceand the desired pace??
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What is our countryWhat is our country’’s current pace towards the European Union and the s current pace towards the European Union and the 
desired pacedesired pace??

Average pace on scale from

 

1 to

 

7

Average estimate 
of current pace

 

of 
Serbia towards the 

EU (2.5)

Average estimate of 
desired pace

 

of Serbia 
towards the EU

 

–

 young

 

population

 

from

 18 to

 

29 years

 

(5.2)
Average estimate 
of desired pace of 

Serbia towards the 
EU

 

(4.7)
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What do you consider the main reason for slowing/hampering our cWhat do you consider the main reason for slowing/hampering our countryountry’’s s 
accession to the European Unionaccession to the European Union??

50%

20%

15%

7%

5%

2%

2%

Policy of constant conditioning that the
European Union applies to our country

Inability of domestic leaders

Failure to meet the undertaken international
commitments обавеза

Our people's mentality and unwillingness to
change

Objective obstacles (comprehensive reforms
in all areas that need to be realised)

Certain politicians' and parties' intention not to
progress towards the European Union *

Don't know-refuse
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There was a lot of word about the conditions imposed on Serbia bThere was a lot of word about the conditions imposed on Serbia by the y the 
European Union in order for the former to finally become a candiEuropean Union in order for the former to finally become a candidate date 
country for EU membershipcountry for EU membership. . Can you enlist some of the conditionsCan you enlist some of the conditions??

79%
21%

5%
2%
2%
2%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
1%
2%

0%
12%

Cooperation with the Hague, extraditions
Kosovo

Harmonise our laws with EU ones 
Suppress corruption

Suppress crime
Overall reforms

Economic stability
Reduce unemployment rate

Coop. with EU, harmonis, political chang.
Judiciary reform

Respecting human rights
Imroving living standard

Social programme
New passports, ID's

Development of infrastructure
Adoption of framework legislation

Compliance with the law
Accession to NATO

Stable politics
Peace and stability in the country

Accelerate privatization 
Reform of education

Stable government
Everything as required by the EU

Other replies
None

Don't know-refuse



11
www.seio.gov.rs

Some people deem that the EU will constantly impose new conditioSome people deem that the EU will constantly impose new conditions ns 
that Serbia would hardly meetthat Serbia would hardly meet. . What is your opinion thereuponWhat is your opinion thereupon??

50%

63%

66%

17%

11%

11%

33%

26%

24%

May 2008.

Dec. 2008.

May 2009.

European Union will
certainly and constantly
impose new conditions
that Serbia would hardly
meet

I don't know 

European Union has
clearly defined the
conditions and it will
certainly not impose the
new ones
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Do you think that the obtaining of white Schengen list i.e. the Do you think that the obtaining of white Schengen list i.e. the right to right to 
travel without visa to the European Union is significant for Sertravel without visa to the European Union is significant for Serbiabia??

79%

87%

82%

17%

7%

8%

5%

6%

10%

May 2008.

Dec. 2008.

May 2009.

Yes I don't know No
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Is it important for you personallyIs it important for you personally??
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Have you travelled to a country where visa was required in the Have you travelled to a country where visa was required in the 
previous yearprevious year??

19%

16%

13%

80%

82%

85%

Маy 2008.

Dec. 2008.

Маy 2009.

Yes No Refused to answer
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When do you expect Serbia to get on the white Schengen When do you expect Serbia to get on the white Schengen 
listlist??

17%

27%

20%

12%

4%

20%

By end-2009

In 2010

In 2011

Never

Other

I don't know
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Do you thing that the implementation of Stabilisation and AssociDo you thing that the implementation of Stabilisation and Association ation 
Agreement will contribute to better life of SerbiaAgreement will contribute to better life of Serbia’’s citizenss citizens??

19%

41%

38%

29%

28%

13%

15%

17%Dec. 2008.

May 2009.

Yes, significantly Yes, but not very much

No, it will not influence citizens' life I don't know 
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What EUWhat EU--related topics would you like to be better informed onrelated topics would you like to be better informed on??

46%
37%

32%
25%

23%
22%

20%
20%

18%
13%
13%
12%

11%
11%

10%
9%

3%

Youth policy

Social policy

Consumer protection

Environment

EU economy in general

Agriculture, CAP

Education policy

Pre-accession funds

Single European market

Common foreing and security policy

Regional policy

European budget

EU institutions

Cultural policy

EU enlargеment

International relations of EU countries

Don't know-refuse

www.seio.gov.rs
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How well are you informed on our countryHow well are you informed on our country’’s EU association s EU association 
processprocess??
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Young people, compared to population average, have more positiveYoung people, compared to population average, have more positive
 attitude towards the EUattitude towards the EU::

 
in a referendum, they would vote FOR the EU in a referendum, they would vote FOR the EU 

accession to a significantly higher degree and they expect persoaccession to a significantly higher degree and they expect personal benefit nal benefit 
from EU accession to a larger extentfrom EU accession to a larger extent

% to vote FOR the EU 
accession in referendum

61%
69%

Population
average

18 - 29

%  expecting personal benefit 
from EU accession 

45%
54%

Population
average

18 - 29

%  expecting general benefit 
from EU accession 

57% 59%

Population
average

18 - 29
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• Thank you for Thank you for 
your attentionyour attention

Government of SerbiaGovernment of Serbia
European Integration OfficeEuropean Integration Office
NemanjinaNemanjina

 

3434, 11 000 , 11 000 BelgradeBelgrade
Tel.Tel.

 

//

 

faxfax::

 

3061 100/1103061 100/110
office@seio.gov.rsoffice@seio.gov.rs

mailto:office@seio.gov.rs
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